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/ a. OHGAM^ATION: 
Battalion included: 

SIGWlFICiUiT OtGAiaZATIOM OR UNIT ACTIVITIiifi 

During the reporting period the lj*th Combat Aviation 

(1) Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment with attached 53rd 
Quartermaster Detachment and 13th Security Detachment« 

(2) Company A, 101st Aviation Battalion (AhL) with attached 167th 
fransportation Detachment (Aircraft Maintenance), 41ft Medical Detachment, 
277tb Signal Detachment (Avionics) and 78th Artillery Detachment (Radar). 

(3) 114th Aviation Company (AhL) with attached 544th Transportation 
Detachment (Aircraft Maintenance), 96th Signal Detachment (Avionics), $3rd 
Medical Detachment and 62nd Quartermaster Detachment (POL). 

(4) 121st Aviation Company (AhL) with attached 80th Transportation 
Detachment (Aircraft haintenance), 257th Signal detachment (Avionics). 

■ 

(5) Company A, 502nd Aviation Battalion (AhL) with attached 150th 
Transportation Detachment (Aircraft Maintenance) and 28th Signal Detachmsnt 
(Avionics). 

(6) 221st Roconnaissance .iirplune Company. 

b. SIGt)tIFICiü^T CHANGüSI During the reporting period the two aiz^ 
mobile companies stationed at Vinh Long; Co A, 502nd Aviation Battalion, 
and the 114th Aviation Company completed changeover to UH1D troop carriers 
from the UH1B. In June, Delta Battalion was authorized the 5th Armed Platoon. 
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The 114th Aviation Company was designated to receive the 5th Armed Platoon 
giving the company 16 armed ships and a total of 33 UH1 helicopters. The 
new platoon has four of its eight authorized ships armed with complete' 
gun systems« The first Ai,i-23 door gun mounts and new aerial machine guns 
arrived in the Delta Battalion in May. Since this time all units except 
Co a, 10.1st Avn Bn have been equipped with the Xh-23 system either through 
direct exchange or issue with new aircraft. 

c. uPiitATIOfliAL AUD JibhlUlüTRaTIVh MVIATIüN abFrCiHT; The Delta 
Avi. tlon Battalion and assigned units continued to provide operational 
and a'-riu.ni:;trative support to the ARVU IV Corps, and other agencies 
operating in the IV Corps tactical zone« Operational and administrative 
support missions include command liaison, outpost resupply, medical 
evacuaLion, radio relay, defoliation, escort and survey« Statistics 
generated in support of these missions are as follows: 

l*L June July Tot*; 

Hours Flown 12,505 12,274 16,468 41,247 

Sorties 20,270 19,870 17,036 57,176 

Passengers Moved /f9,6$3 50,506 51,087 151,276 

Cargo Tons Koved 2,195 2,897 1,768 6,860 

d.    TriCTlCnJ. rtVlVJlON iMi PUiT: Tactical support was rendered to 
KrtVii IV Corps, its subordinate units, and Special Forces units operating 
in the IV Corps tactical zone as well as limited support to Field Forces 
Victor II and Its subordinate units. Support during this period included 
airlanded assault .mnsions, eagle flights, reconnaissance, surveillance, 
leaflet dissemination. aTmec1. escort, aoiuiuedlcal evacuation, night armed 
surveillance, canal curfew enforcement (lightning Bug) and dispensation 
of riot control agents. Statistics generated in support of these missions 
are as follows: 

May     June      July     Total 

Heliborne Assault Mssions   25       28       21        74 

Hours Flown 4,002     4,169     4,247     12,418 

Sorties 8,134    10,190    11,962    30,386 

Troops Moved 17,103    21,234    26,299     64,636 

e. Ot^ration Long Chi 219 (21st L 9th ARVM Divisions) 20-2^ June 1966: 

2l8t Divis.'on troops and 44 helicopters were po.isnd at Soc Trang on 20 
June to initiate Dan Chi 237B when word was received that a steel hulled 
oceangoing trawler had run aground on the Vinh Binh coast during pursuit 
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operations.    U.S. Navy and Vietnamese Navy patrol boats and ships had the 
vessel under surveillance.    It was afire from gunfire during the chase. 
A beach perimeter to secure the area was necessary to suppress enemy fire 
from the beach 100 meters from the vessel.    The IV Corps Commanding General, 
who was at boc Trang, cancelled Dan Chi 237B and committed 21st Division 
elements into the 9th Division area in order to rapidly secure the area 
and to ensure capture of the boat intact.    CV-2's were retailed from other 
missions and moved a 21st Division Battalion from Soc Trang to Tra Vinh 
to constitute a reserve.    An out-of-sector lift of 16 helicopters, including 
an armed platoon from Co A, 82nd Aviation Battalion was provided to supple- 
ment Delta Battalion resources.    At 1119 hours the first lift of the 21st 
Division was put into a beach LZ.    The naval forces then were able to move 
next to the trawler and extinguish the fire.    By 1400 hours two 21st Division 
Battalions had been landed and had established the beach perimeter.    Two 
battalions of the 9th Division were then lifted fron Tra Vinh into an LZ 
further inland at fie Dong village.   A total of 1,201 troops were lifted. 
There were no extractions as the four battalions remained in position 
overnight to maintain security for the uncompleted salvage operation, 
which was to continue the next day.    At 1930 hours six helicopters staged 
at Tra Vinh and conducted a lightning bug operation in the operational 
area.   Armed ships killed 12 VC and destroyed five structures.   On 21 
June 31 helicopters staged from Soc Trang and tra Vinh initially to support 
the 21st Division.   A battalion of the 21st Division was extracted from 
the area and taken to Soc Trang.   At least one armed platoon was on station 
throughout the day but no significant contact was made by them or the 
ground troops.   Five battalions remained in the area overnight.   The 21st 
Division terminated its support of J/ms phi 219 on 22 June as 19 helicopters 
extracted two battalions from the Long Toan area to Soc Trang.   The aircraft 
then reverted to 9th Division to an LZ southwest of the operational area 
where a large VC unit had been reported.    There was negative contact however. 
On 23 June the 9th Division terminated Long Chi 219 with a battalion heli- 
copterbome assault, supported by 20 helicopters and one armed platoon. 
The first flight into the LZ received mortar fire«    The armed team on 
station conducted extensive search with negative results.   The second flight, 
having been supported by heavy suppress!ve fire, was not mortared.    The 
third flight was mortared and this time the tubes were located.    Thereafter, 
suppressive fire was continuous in these areas during subsequent extractions. 
The suppressive fires were provided by an armed fire team and the Battalion 
conmand and control helicopter.   In all, 633 troops were extracted with no 
casualties and no troop carriers damaged«   A total of 250 tons of equip- 

/ ment was captured.    The operation highlighted the mobility and rapid reaction 
of helicopterborne forces, and the utility of armed helicopters in a fire 

/   support role. 
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f•    Operation fly] Cfrj ^0. 2fl-29 June 19661    On 26 June the 21st 
Division staged at Ca Hau into an area east of Dam Doi to relieve pressure 
on Dam Doi, reestablish the outpost system, exchange troops and resupply 

' the Dam Doi garrison.   Delta Battalion supported with 48 aircraft which 
included three armed platoons«    Co A, 101st Combat aviation Battalion 
provided the mission commander.    Six lifts and two extractions were made 
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for a total of 1766 troops carried.    The armed platoons supported all 
phases of the operation by providing assault landing escort and rupportlqf 
fires to the ground maneuver elements«    One reinforced VC Company was 
engaged resulting in 82 VC Kin, 2 /JI W}.  i.hroe AA tripods, U2 individual 
weapons, one K-50 Stvi and one VC ceptured.    Cround advisors later credited 
the 3nLire kill to the three armed {.latcuew«    The 21st Division continued 
to pporats in the IXun Del area on t'r.v ^9th of June.   Delta Battalion 
supported this relief of forces ana ^c supply operation with 45 aircraft 
IncludJr.g three armed platoons.    Troop carriers lifted a total of 2,047 
troops and 15 tons of supplies« 

g.    TrtCTlUa;    flje inmediate rsaetJon force (L^.V) consist„ng of an 
80 man lift« an armed platoon, a cencand and controJ a'rceri and a 
medical evacuation ship on 15 minute ramp alert, wa.'i developed in nprll 
p.rui was covered in the last report«    It was employed twioe in  :une at 
Viah lew»    Both operations resulted from mortarings of the airfield 
:.iv hrih operations were successful«    The lifts wars conducted during 
t^e hours of carkness vdthin minutes following the termination of the 
■ortar attack.    The LZs were marked by the armed platoon using a very 
pistol.    At 0125 8 June a 5B man nKVN reaction force was lifted into 
an area near where the anned ships had fired into the suspected position« 
Although no contact or sightings wer«? utf.de i a subsequent operation at 
dawn resulted in 30 VC KIH by an armed platoon.   With the possibility 
of employment of combat troops at night entablishsd, it is anticipated 
that the IHF will be used by /iKVN more readily in the future« 

The past reporting period has been characterised by an increased 
use of armed platoons of Delta Battalion.    In delta operations, hell* 
copter delivered fires, reconnaissance and security are available in 
the battle area throughout the operation.    Ar.uud fire teams and platoons 
spell each other on a schedule which affords tontinucus ccverage.    In a 
fire support role, idiVti divisions of IV Corps, now ccn-dder the amod 
helicopter as the printry woujons system.    On oncmicn. tcctical air 
strikes have been discontinued rrd armod helicopters jfttetd overhead to 
support the assault on VC poh.ltIons,    The reasons are several.    The armed 
platoons have continuous direct romratmication with the ground commander 
and their fires can be redirected quickly«    The armsd helicopter can 
provide mors discriminating fire support because of its slower speed 
and ability to work close to the target«    In consort with the ground 
forces it can pry the enemy from his position and closely pursue and 
kill.    In recent months the armed helicopter hac he?n so effective in 
this role that aRVH divisions in the Delta have credited it with at least 
50^ of the enemy killed in helicopter supported operations«   It has been 
equally useful in area and route reconnaissance and convoy cover«   Many 
if not most of the targets selected for t actlcal sir strikes during air- 
mobile operations have been discovered and identified by armed helicopters« 
In convoy cover it works close to the ground where the pilot can more 
readily detect ambushes and use his firopever to neutralire or destroy 
the enemy.    The effectiveness of the arond helicopter could be further 
improved by development of better weaporis systt-us«    These in use are 
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adaptations of ground or tactical air weapons* Better Integrated and 
more reliable weapons are required. During the period. In an effort 
to improve fire support, one armed platoon was equipped with JCK-18 
mini-gun systems« Utilizing gun pylons and mounts, one mini-gun was 
mounted on each side of UhlB« In addition to the fixed mounted mini- 
guns, the aircraft also carries the M-5 UOm system« It has proven highly 
successful against sampans and emplacements along canal lines and man- 
groves* 

During the reporting period Delta Battalion has contlnueJ to explore 
the uses of CS riot control agent« The hand grenade has been used by 
armt-d platoons in the reconnaissance role« Since the VC are reluctant 
to expose their position by firing at the helicopters their detection 
has become more difficult« The CS has forced them to leave their 
position and thus expose themselves« More work is required in developing 
this tactic« The AHVN's reluctance to use the agent has also hampered 
progress. 

h« The Delta Aviation Battalion conducted a thirty day test of 
parallel spot reporting system to speed the flow of intelligence in- 
formation« In concept, the spot reporting system was to provide backup 
support for the AkVN Sector and Division intelligence sections while 
simultanously providing a parallel line of intelligence to G2, IV Corps« 
This system enables the G2, IV Corps, to anticipate flow from the units. 
Previously, evaluation of reported information was delayed 6-12 hours. 
This new system now provides for immediate evaluation and analysis 
opportunity« Delta Battalion has also begun collecting dtta for a 
target analysis book on terrain, waterways, and all activity by the VC« 
The information is at present being posted daily on a thirty day basis« 
All postings of fortifications, however, are retained indefinitely« 
Information in this target book provides both historical activity data 
and current information on any operational area in the delta and makes 
it possible to provide immediate overlays and general situation para- 
graphs for any operation« 

i« VC ACTIVITY; VC activity in the IV Corps continues a trend back 
to Phase II of insurgency. With several notable exceptions, VC initiated 
action has been by company-size or smaller units« There has been a 
reduction in VC initiated attacks with an increase in harrassments, 
sabotage, minings, assassinations and town and city incidents« Acts 
of terrorism are frequent« 

j. TKftlNIiJG; During the reporting period, replacement training of 
new aviators was the most significant activity« The 221st Airplane 
Reconnaissance Company experienced a complete turnover of personnel in 
July on the anniversary of its arrival in country« Fortunately, replace- 
ments were fed into the company during June so that in-country orientations 
were conducted during an overlap with experienced aviators« 
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Par* I Observations (Lessons Loam?.) 

Item;    Flexibility is the key word In sir iiiobility. 

P^SOil^lj9ni    Delta Battalion Etre^rvs f^ox-bl^Hy so that rapid execution 
ca.- be effected.    This is neoeor-ary becauf.e tilt Minority of operations 
tt«"» from recent intelligonce ir.d •nus-'   he mount, rd quickly•    lo the delta 
r>vr.} combat is short and violort.    Set battl«! are anknofmn and there 
(?rfl no extended delaying actions or puching tyjx cf eoabat normally 
asnocinted with infantry.    The VC dig in habitually along canal lines 
ani -.'utpost into the rice fields with local guerillas who shoot and 
try to lure tMli* troops away from main positions.    They move frequently, 
stldom remaining overnight in the same place more than two constcutive 
nights.    The VC try to avoid contact until late in the aft«rnooa«    At 
thit time they may accept combat and hope to .inflict heavy raaueltiM 
betöre breaking contact during the e.nsuinti darkness.    BfisaUM of the 
fluidity of the hittlefield in the Delta, extensive pre planning is not 
possible.    Based upon the ground tactical plan, proposed landing ^ites 
are 3elected and a series of lour or five release points are designated 
in a circle around the operational area.    Thise provide a means of meeting 
the requirements of weather, enemy and terrain,    If landing zones are 
changed,  it is a simple matter to use a different hP or to vary the heading 
from the original HP.    A series of checkpoints is added over the operational 
are^.    These permit rapid identification of flight route-, areas to be 
reconno.ltered,  or artillery concentrations.    Artlllsr]   firing positions 
are located on the overlay and numbered.    The command and conti-ol aircraft 
then can alert aircraft in the operational area by crvpti c announesnents 
of fires from a firing position to checkpoints.    Designated strike areas 
(free bomb zones) and naval gunfire areas also are included on the over- 
lay.   When flights report to airmobile mission conmanrlor that thoy are 
airborne, they are given instructions to a designated release point where 
they are taken over by an armed platoon leader for final approach to the 
landing zone and departure from it.    Flight cooridors aro shunned as being 
parti-ularly restrictive.   Extensive loading plans also are not employed 
because oi the many changes in aircraft and troop status which occur during 
the course of an operation.    Unit co.imandors aro given tho number of air- 
craft wldch will lift them, then conform their loads to the assets avail- 
able,    lihan one flight must pause for refueling, airlift can be continued 
by subsequent flights and the refueled flight then joins in based upon 
the then-currant situation.    This enables the airmobile mission conn under 
to got the greatest lift from the aircait available.    He is not bound by 
chalk numbers and weighty preplanning which so often is unravelled by 
maintenance and combat losses. 
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Qbaervatlcni    In order to exercise the greatest flexibility, the airmobile 
unit« should have SOP's and battle drills which pemit quick response to 
tactical opportunities and changes in the situation. 

Item;    anployment of Air Force Tactical Aircraft. 

Diicussion;    In the Delta there is no separate air war.    The airmobile 
task force connander (usually the division connander) has ultimate 
authority on whether a strike takes place or is sent elsewhere.    He 
has exercised his authority to better integrate tactical air into the 
eoabat operation.    In earlier months. Air Force flights required that 
all activity by artillery and Army aircraft terminate in the area of 
the strike during airstrikes.    This in effect stood down the battle 
while the Air Force worked.    To permit a continuance of operations in 
at least part of the battlefield attacking fighter flights now conform 
to set patterns which still gave them an acceptable variation in flight 
paths.    All other aircraft in the area having been informed of details 
of the strike by the mission connander, can continue to operate in close 
proximity.    At present, fighter strikes frequently occur within a few 
hundred meters in front of landing trooplift formations.    Often the 
fighters save their 2Cbin anmunition and CBU for application to hostile 
woodlines as the troop carrier aircraft approach touchdown.    This is 
highly integrated activity but it does not take the place of armed 
helicopters which are necessary for detailed reconnaissance of the 
landing «one and for discriminating fires adjacent to friendly troops. 
Air Force close support is high volume area fire and approximates 
aerial bombardment more than actual close support. 

Observation:    Air Force tactical air strikes can be closely integrated 
with friendly maneuver during airmobile operations. 

Part II Reconmendations: 

a. The aviator replacement program for Viet Nam should be accel- 
erated to permit manning of units at 100% of TUü at the earliest practic- 
able time..    Units are manned now at 90JC TOL.   However, aircraft augmentation 
already accomplished has reduced the effective manning level to 86£ and 
additional augmentation is programned for the Battalion in the immediate 
future.   Under the reduced manning level, there are mission ready aircraft 
daily which cannot be manned.    These aircraft are needed for support of 
IV Corps.    Requisition have been submitted« 

b. A company sise aeevrity unit be assigned to the 13th Combat 
Aviation Battalion.    This company should have its own comaand and control 
structure and only be dependent on the aviation battalion for administration 
of personnel records as are the airmobile companies.    The present security 
detachment does not have the necessary personnel to adequately provide 
twenty-four hour protection of critical areas at three airfields, nor 
does it provide the necessary officer and non-coomissionod officer personnel 
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to train and supervise these personnel.    An iVrofi to this effect has been 
submitted• 

Qa.dlJ W^iy^- 
^JACK T. DiliPS^Y 

Colonel,  Inf 
Commanding 

^C 
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ATOUC (15 togttrt 1966) 1st lad 
SDBJKTi   Optratlonal l»pert on LMMM LMrnad Ftriod Ehding 30 July 1966 

(■C8 C80 P0-2Ö (HI)) 

VKUHfJAXIEBS, 1ST AVIATIOV BRIGADE, APO   9630? 2 3AUGI96I 

fOt   UmmMm G*o*fl, OniUd 8Ut«s Anqr, Tittnaa, ATTN:    AVC-DH, APO 
96307 

Thi« hMdqpurUn eoiwid«ra •ubjtet rtport for tho 13 th Coabat ATiatioa 
BotUllon to bo «doquato and eoaenra with tho raooMandatlona contaiuad 
thOMÜU 

FOR THB OCXMAMDER: 

KHAKIS T. PACHLBR, JR. r 
1LT, Infant 17 
Aaat Adjutant 

} 
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AVHQC-IH (15 August 1966) 2nd Ind 
SUBJECT:   Operational Report on Lessons Learned Period Ending 30 July 1966 

(BOS GSG PO-28 (RI)) 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARKI, VIETNAM« AFO San Pranciaco 9630?« 15 Sep 66 

TO: Comnander-in-Chief, United States Anqr, Pacific» ATIi: GPOP-MH 
APO 96550 

1.  The Operational Report-Lessons Learned suhaltted by the l^ith Conbat 
Aviation Battalion is forwarded herewith. This headquarters considers the 
report adequate and concurs with ths recoonendations contained therein. 

2.  Reference paragraph b. Part II, Section lit The MTOE for the 13th 
Combat Aviation Battalion was cent to the 1 st Aviation Brigade for coanent as 
other aviation units were involved. The MTOE has not been resubodtted to 
this headquarters. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

W. Rj 
1st Lt, AGC 
Asst Adjutant 
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GP0P-0T(15 Aug 66) 3d  Ind 
SUBJECT:     Operational Report on Lessons Learned Period Ending 30 July 1966 

(RCS CSG PO-28 (RI)) 

HQ, US ARMT, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558    2 7 SEP 1966 

TO:    Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D.  C. 20310 

1. The Operational Report-Lessons Learned from the 13th Combat 
Aviation Battalion and forwarding indorsements have been reviewed. 

2. This headquarters concurs in the report and the actions 
taken by the reporting and intervening headquarters on the commander's 
recommendat ions. 

FOR THE COMiANDER IN CHIEF: 

^1  

L.  L.  CHAPPELIi 
MAJ.  AGC 
Aast AO 
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